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of, is aiso herewith transmitted, to facilitate the compre-
hension of the foregoing parts of this communication.

sllow me also, respectfully to recommend an augmen-
ation of the gate-keeper’s salary, which 1is decmed to be
00 small considering the responsibility of the station, and
hat its duties altogether preclude that officer from engag-
ing in any other avocation or employment for the support
of himself and family; and it may withal be well doubted
whether the services of jaithful and trustworthy men,
qughﬁ(‘.ations indispensabie, can be commanted or retain-
ed, except by the aliowance of reasonabie compensation,
at least adequate to their support.

A change of the mode of coinpensating your superin-
tendant, by substituting an avnual and (ixed salary in licu
of the per diem compensation now allowed, would con-
duce to the greaterrsatisfaction of that officer and perhaps
to the public advantage.

The 5th seetion of the actof 1833 directs the superinten-
dant to report to the commissioners of Allegany counly at

ech of their stated meetings the condition of the road, the
sms received and expended, &e. The commissioners
being invested with no power over the subject, this con-
siderable labor seems to be uselessly devolved upon the
superintendant, and the provriety of its repealis therefore
respectfully suggested. It may be further stated that the
st of 1831 requires thes2 reports to he made semi annu-
ally 1o the Hon. the Judges of Ailegany county court, by
whom the accounts are to be examined, and il correct,
ratiied and ordered to be established. Similar accounts
are likewise required to be transmitted to the Governor
and Couneil, the authority obviously contemplated by the
act surrendering the work to the several states.

The policy, independeutly of these considerations, of
subjecting this work of acknowledged grneral tmport-
irce, to the supervision, direciion or eontrol of local au-
thorities, imbued unavoidably with local prejudices and
ifluences, isa qurstion to be determined by the wisdom
of the Legislature—if, indeed, such a transfer of the trust
shall be found to be in accordance with the spitit ot the
furrender by the general government. whieh looked anx-
wusly to the preservation of the work. Justly regarding
tas an object of national importance, Congress made lib-
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